Leased Campsite Users
Guidelines 

Leased forest campsites, as authorized by the legislature, are limited to Pennsylvania residents. The intent for their use is health and recreation. Their use as a permanent residence or domicile is prohibited. On April 30, 1970, state forest land was closed to additional leased forest campsites. (Leased Forest Campsite Manual) With the advance written approval of the department, a lease may be transferred because of sale of the improvements. 

Existing Forest Camp leases will be permitted to remain in Wild Areas and Natural Areas. If a cabin on a Forest Camp Lease is destroyed by fire, storm, flood or other natural causes the lease will be relocated to a site outside of the Wild Area or terminated according to the wishes of the lessee. 

The lessee may terminate the lease at any time. The department may terminate the lease on six months notice if the site is required for a higher public use, or on three months notice for justifiable cause.

Management of the forest surrounding a leased forest campsite will be to preserve and enhance the aesthetic value. A 150-foot uneven-age management buffer will be maintained around the existing main campsite building. Around group camp leases a 660-foot uneven-age management buffer will be maintained as described in the Silviculture section of this plan.

Actions 

· Combine all memos and update existing Leased Campsite Manual for distribution to district lease administrators. (Goal 1,2 & 5)

· Encourage districts with more than 100 campsites to conduct at least an annual public meeting with campsite lease holders to address concerns and communicate Bureau of Forestry activities affecting them. (Goal 2 & 3) 

